Landscape of Civil Litigation in State Courts

CMS data from ALL courts with civil
jurisdiction in 10 urban counties

Civil Justice Initiative

More than 900,000 civil cases
° 2 single tier courts
° 10 general tier
° 9 limited tier

Final dataset reflects 5% of total civil
caseload nationally




Civil Caseload Distribution by Court Type
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Civil Caseload Composition
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Subcategories of Contract Cases

Debt Collection | 30%
Landlord/Tenant | 27%
Foreclosure _17%



Subcategories of Tort Cases

Automobile Tort N 40%
Other PI/PD [N 20%

Medical Malpractice [ 3%

Product Liability 2%



Civil Dispositions

Dismissal | IR 35%
Judgment (unspecified) I 26%
Default judgment I 20%
Settlement NN 10%
Unknown disposition I 4%
Adjudicated disposition N 4%
Other disposition M 1%

Summary judgment M 1%



Dispositions Compared to 1992
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Median Judgment Amounts
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Attorney Representation
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Attorney Representation Compared to
1992 Civil Justice Survey of State Courts
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Percentage of Cases Disposed within
Model Time Standard Guidelines
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